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Paul’s explanations in his epistles are crucial for us today because they lay the
**doctrinal foundation of the Christian faith** and provide **practical instructions for daily
living**. Here’s why his teachings remain relevant:

### **1. They Explain the Gospel of Grace**

Paul’s epistles emphasize **justification by faith** (Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16) and
the **sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice** (Colossians 2:13-14). This message is essential
in a world where many still seek salvation through works or religious rituals.

### **2. They Teach How to Live as Christians**

Paul provides guidance on:

- **Sanctification** — Living a holy life (1 Thessalonians 4:3-4)

- **Love and Unity** — Bearing with one another in love (Ephesians 4:2-3)
- **Spiritual Warfare** — Standing against the enemy (Ephesians 6:10-18)
- **Christian Conduct** — Walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25)

### **3. They Defend Against False Doctrines**

Paul warns about false teachers (Galatians 1:6-9, 2 Timothy 4:3-4) and emphasizes the
need to stand firm in sound doctrine (Titus 2:1). This remains critical today as many
distort the gospel.

### **4. They Emphasize the Church’s Role**

Paul explains the **body of Christ** (1 Corinthians 12:12-27), the **role of pastors and
elders** (1 Timothy 3:1-7), and the **importance of fellowship** (Hebrews 10:25). His
teachings help believers understand how to function within the church.

### **5. They Give Us Hope for Christ’s Return**

Paul’s writings on the **Second Coming of Christ** (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1
Corinthians 15:51-58) provide hope in troubled times, reminding believers of their future
resurrection and eternal life with Christ.

### **Conclusion**
Paul's explanations are essential today because they teach us **who we are in Christ,
how to live by faith, how to resist falsehood, and how to prepare for Christ’s return**. His

epistles continue to **equip, encourage, and establish believers* in the truth of God’s
Word.

Elder W H Moody



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 1**

In **2 Corinthians 1**, Paul introduces his letter by emphasizing **God’s comfort in
suffering, the reliability of His promises, and the importance of sincerity in ministry**.
This chapter establishes **key doctrines** about God's faithfulness, the purpose of
suffering, and Paul’s integrity as an apostle.

## **1. God is the Source of All Comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-7)**

- "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort." (v.3)

- "Who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in
any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God." (v.4)

- "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through
Christ." (v.5)

- "If we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation." (v.6)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God is the ultimate source of comfort** — He provides **mercy and consolation** in
times of suffering (v.3-4).

- **Suffering has a purpose** — It enables believers to **comfort others** who go
through similar trials (v.4).

- **Union with Christ involves suffering and consolation* — Believers experience both
**Christ’s sufferings and His comfort™ (v.5).

- **Trials are meant to strengthen the church** — Paul’s afflictions result in
**encouragement and salvation for others** (v.6).

## **2. Relying on God, Not Ourselves (2 Corinthians 1:8-11)**

- "We were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of
life." (v.8)

- "Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves
but in God who raises the dead." (v.9)

- "Who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that
He will still deliver us." (v.10)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Trials teach dependence on God** — Paul’s suffering **pushed him to trust in God**
rather than himself (v.9).

- **God is a deliverer** — He rescues His people **from death and affliction** (v.10).

- **Prayer is essential in deliverance** — Paul acknowledges the role of **prayer in
sustaining him** (v.11).

## **3. Paul’s Integrity in Ministry (2 Corinthians 1:12-14)**

- "For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves
in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity." (v.12)

- "Not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God." (v.12)

- "We are your boast as you also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus." (v.14)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Christian leadership must be marked by integrity** — Paul emphasizes **sincerity and
godly conduct** (v.12).

- **Grace, not human wisdom, sustains ministry** — The apostle’s success is **not from
human skill but God’s grace*™ (v.12).

- **Believers share in each other's victories*™ — The Corinthians and Paul will rejoice
together **in the Lord’s return** (v.14).

## **4. The Faithfulness of God's Promises (2 Corinthians 1:15-22)**

- "For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God
through us." (v.20)

- "Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God." (v.21)

- "Who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee." (v.22)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God’s promises are fulfilled in Christ** — All of God's promises find their **fulfillment
in Jesus™* (v.20).

- **The Holy Spirit is a seal and guarantee** — The Spirit is a **pledge of our future
inheritance™* (v.22).

- **God establishes believers** — He is the One who **anoints, seals, and strengthens
His people*™ (v.21-22).



## **5. Paul’s Love and Forgiveness (2 Corinthians 1:23-24)**
- "Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by
faith you stand." (v.24)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Spiritual leaders should not dominate but serve** — Paul does not **rule over their
faith** but seeks their joy (v.24).

- **Faith alone sustains believers** — Christians stand **by faith, not human authority**
(v.24).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 1 teaches that **God is our ultimate comforter**, trials strengthen our
**trust in Him**, and **Christian leadership must be marked by integrity and love**. Paul
reminds believers that **God’s promises are sure**, and the **Holy Spirit guarantees
our salvation**. Faith, not human authority, is what sustains the believer.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 2**

In **2 Corinthians 2**, Paul emphasizes **forgiveness, spiritual triumph in Christ, and
the power of the gospel**. He continues addressing his relationship with the
Corinthians, explaining why he delayed visiting them and urging them to forgive a
repentant believer. He also highlights the **aroma of Christ**—how believers spread the
knowledge of Jesus to both the saved and the lost.

## **1. Paul’s Love and Concern for the Church (2 Corinthians 2:1-4)**

- "But | determined this within myself, that | would not come again to you in sorrow."
(v.1)

- "For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you, with many tears." (v.4)

#i#H#t **Key Doctrines:**

- **Pastoral care involves both discipline and love** — Paul did not want to bring **more
sorrow** to the church (v.1).

- **Correction should come from love** — Paul’s previous letter was written **out of
concern and not anger™ (v.4).

## **2. The Doctrine of Forgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:5-11)**

- "If anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some extent."
(v.5)

- "Sufficient to such a man is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority." (v.6)

- "You ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed
up with too much sorrow." (v.7)

- "Lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices." (v.11)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Forgiveness restores a repentant sinner** — The man previously disciplined (possibly
from 1 Corinthians 5) **should now be forgiven and comforted** (v.6-7).

- **Unforgiveness can lead to spiritual harm** — If not forgiven, a repentant believer may
be **overcome by excessive sorrow™* (v.7).

- **Satan takes advantage of division*™ — Unforgiveness gives **Satan an opportunity**
to cause further harm in the church (v.11).



## **3. The Triumph of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 2:12-14)**
- "Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ." (v.14)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Christ always leads believers in victory** — No matter the situation, the gospel
spreads and overcomes obstacles (v.14).

- **The Christian life is a spiritual victory** — Paul saw every circumstance, even
difficulties, as part of God’s triumphant plan.

## **4. The Aroma of Christ (2 Corinthians 2:15-17)**

- "For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing." (v.15)

- "To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of
life leading to life." (v.16)

- "For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from
God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ." (v.17)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Believers spread the knowledge of Christ like a fragrance** — The presence of
Christians impacts both **believers and unbelievers** (v.15).

- **The gospel has different effects** — To those who accept it, the message is **life**; to
those who reject it, it confirms **judgment™ (v.16).

- **Ministry must be done with sincerity** — Paul contrasts true gospel preaching with
those who **peddle the Word of God for personal gain** (v.17).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 2 teaches that **forgiveness is necessary for restoration**, Satan seeks to
use division, and the gospel brings both **triumph and judgment**. Paul reminds us that
believers spread the **aroma of Christ**, affecting both the saved and the lost. True
ministers of God must preach **with sincerity, not for personal gain**.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 3**

In **2 Corinthians 3**, Paul contrasts the **Old Covenant (Law) with the New Covenant
(Grace)**, emphasizing that the **Spirit gives life** while the **letter (the Law) brings
death™. He also explains how believers are transformed by the **glory of Christ**,
leading to freedom in the Spirit.

## **1. The Sufficiency of God in Ministry (2 Corinthians 3:1-6)**

- "You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men." (v.2)

- "Not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
flesh, that is, of the heart." (v.3)

- "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves,
but our sufficiency is from God." (v.5)

- "Who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life." (v.6)

#iHt **Key Doctrines:**

- **Believers are living epistles** — Christians' lives should reflect the **work of Christ**
as a testimony to others (v.2-3).

- **God makes us sufficient™ — Paul rejects self-sufficiency, affirming that **God equips
His ministers** (v.5).

- **The New Covenant is superior to the Old** — The **Law (letter) brings
condemnation**, but the **Spirit brings life** (v.6).

## **2. The Glory of the New Covenant (2 Corinthians 3:7-11)**

- "If the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious... how will the
ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?" (v.7-8)

- "For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds
much more in glory." (v.9)

- "For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious." (v.11)

#iHt **Key Doctrines:**

- **The Old Covenant brought death, the New Covenant brings life** — The Law was
glorious but **led to death** because it condemned sinners (v.7).

- **The Spirit’s ministry surpasses the Law** — The New Covenant is **more glorious**
because it brings **righteousness and life** (v.8-9).

- **The Law was temporary, Grace is eternal** — The Old Covenant **was fading
away™*, but the New Covenant **remains forever* (v.11).



## **3. Boldness in Christ (2 Corinthians 3:12-16)**

- "Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech." (v.12)

- "But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the
reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ." (v.14)

- "Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away." (v.16)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **The gospel gives boldness** — Unlike Moses, who had to **hide God's glory**,
believers today can **boldly proclaim the truth** (v.12).

- **Unbelievers are blinded by a spiritual veil** — Israel and those who reject Christ
**cannot see the truth** until they turn to Him (v.14-15).

- **Christ removes the veil** — Salvation in Jesus **brings understanding and freedom**
(v.16).

## **4. Transformation by the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)**

- "Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." (v.17)

- "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory." (v.18)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **The Spirit brings freedom** — The Law enslaves, but the **Holy Spirit gives liberty**
to those in Christ (v.17).

- **Believers are transformed into Christ’s image** — Christians grow spiritually **from
one degree of glory to another* as they reflect Jesus (v.18).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 3 teaches that **the New Covenant of the Spirit is far superior to the Old
Covenant of the Law**. The Law brought **death and condemnation**, but the Spirit
brings **life and transformation**. Believers are **being changed into the image of
Christ**, and where the **Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom™**.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 4**

In **2 Corinthians 4**, Paul teaches about **the power of the gospel, perseverance
through suffering, and the eternal hope in Christ**. He emphasizes that believers must
remain faithful despite trials because their suffering is temporary compared to the
**glory that awaits them™*.

## **1. The Ministry of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 4:1-6)**

- "Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose
heart." (v.1)

- "But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor
handling the word of God deceitfully." (v.2)

- "But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing." (v.3)

- "Whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe." (v.4)

- "For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in
our hearts." (v.6)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Ministry is a gift of mercy* — Paul reminds believers that their calling to share the
gospel is **by God's grace** (v.1).

- **The gospel must be preached with integrity** — Paul rejects any **manipulation or
distortion** of God's Word (v.2).

- **Satan blinds unbelievers** — The "god of this age" (Satan) prevents people from
**seeing the truth*™* of the gospel (v.4).

- **Christ brings spiritual light** — Just as God created physical light in Genesis, He also
**illuminates the hearts** of those who believe (v.6).

## **2. Treasures in Earthen Vessels (2 Corinthians 4:7-12)**

- "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be
of God and not of us." (v.7)

- "We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair." (v.8)

- "Always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our body." (v.10)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God's power works through weak vessels** — Believers are like **fragile clay jars**
carrying the priceless **treasure of the gospel** (v.7).

- **Trials cannot destroy the believer* — Christians face persecution, but **God sustains
them™ (v.8).

- **Suffering identifies believers with Christ** — Just as Christ suffered, believers **carry
His death** in their bodies, showing His life through them (v.10).

## **3. The Power of Faith in Suffering (2 Corinthians 4:13-15)**

- "And since we have the same spirit of faith... we also believe and therefore speak."
(v.13)

- "Knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus." (v.14)
- "For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may
cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God." (v.15)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Faith enables believers to endure suffering*™ — Paul quotes Psalm 116:10, showing
that faith gives courage to **continue preaching** despite hardships (v.13).

- **The resurrection gives hope** — Just as **Jesus was raised**, believers will also be
**raised to eternal life** (v.14).

- **God's grace leads to thanksgiving** — The spread of the gospel results in **more
people glorifying God** (v.15).

## **4. Eternal Glory Outweighs Temporary Suffering (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)**

- "Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the
inward man is being renewed day by day." (v.16)

- "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." (v.17)

- "While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen
are eternal." (v.18)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Spiritual renewal happens daily** — Though our **physical bodies age and suffer**,
our **spiritual life is strengthened** by God (v.16).

- **Suffering is temporary, glory is eternal** — Present trials are **small compared to the
eternal reward** believers will receive (v.17).

- **Faith focuses on the unseen** — The things of this world are **temporary**, but our
**hope is in eternal realities™ (v.18).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 4 teaches that believers **must endure suffering** because their **true
reward is eternal**. The gospel is a **treasure** carried in weak vessels, but **God's
power sustains us**. Though Satan blinds many, **Christ gives spiritual light**. Faith

allows believers to **persevere**, knowing that trials are temporary and the **glory of
eternity far outweighs any suffering**.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 5**

In **2 Corinthians 5**, Paul teaches about the **eternal hope of believers, the new
creation in Christ, and the ministry of reconciliation**. He contrasts our temporary
earthly bodies with the eternal dwelling that awaits us in heaven and emphasizes that
believers are called to live for Christ, not themselves.

## **1. The Hope of Eternal Life (2 Corinthians 5:1-8)**

- "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." (v.1)

- "For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from
heaven." (v.2)

- "So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord." (v.6)

- "For we walk by faith, not by sight." (v.7)

- "We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be
present with the Lord." (v.8)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Qur bodies are temporary** — Paul calls our earthly bodies "tents" because they are
**temporary and fragile**, while our heavenly bodies are **eternal™* (v.1).

- **Believers long for heaven** — The **Spirit within us** creates a desire for our
**eternal home™* with Christ (v.2).

- **Faith guides us, not sight*™ — True believers **trust in God's promises** even though
they cannot physically see them (v.7).

- **Death brings us into Christ’'s presence** — For believers, to be "absent from the
body" means to be **immediately present with the Lord** (v.8).

## **2. The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:9-11)**

- "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad."
(v.10)

- "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." (v.11)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **All believers will be judged for their works** — This is not for **salvation** but for
**rewards™ in heaven (v.10).

- **The "fear of the Lord" motivates us to evangelize** — Knowing that judgment is
coming, Paul **urges people to turn to Christ™ (v.11).



## **3. The New Creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:12-17)**

- "For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then
all died." (v.14)

- "And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for
Him who died for them and rose again." (v.15)

- "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new." (v.17)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **The love of Christ motivates our lives** — Christ's death and resurrection call us to
**live for Him, not ourselves™* (v.14-15).

- **Believers are new creations** — Salvation transforms a person from the **inside
out™, making them spiritually **new** (v.17).

## **4. The Ministry of Reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)**

- "Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation." (v.18)

- "That is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their
trespasses to them." (v.19)

- "Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us:
we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God." (v.20)

- "For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him." (v.21)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Salvation is about reconciliation** — God restores the broken relationship between
Himself and humanity **through Christ*™* (v.18-19).

- **Believers are ambassadors for Christ** — Christians are called to share the gospel
and represent **God's kingdom on earth** (v.20).

- **Christ became sin for us** — Jesus took our sin upon Himself so that we could
receive **His righteousness™ (v.21).

##Ht **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 5 teaches that believers have an **eternal home in heaven™, are **new
creations in Christ**, and are called to be **ambassadors of reconciliation**. Christ took
on our sin so that we could become **righteous before God**. This truth should
**compel believers to live for Christ and share the gospel** with others.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 6**

In **2 Corinthians 6**, Paul teaches about **the urgency of salvation, the marks of true
ministry, and the call for believers to separate from ungodliness**. He encourages the
Corinthians to live in holiness and not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers.

## **1. The Urgency of Salvation (2 Corinthians 6:1-2)**

- "We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of
God in vain." (v.1)

- "For He says: 'In an acceptable time | have heard you, and in the day of salvation |
have helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation." (v.2)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God's grace must not be taken lightly** — Paul warns that receiving **God’s grace
without transformation™* is in vain (v.1).

- **Salvation is urgent** — Paul quotes Isaiah 49:8 to show that **now is the time to be
saved**, emphasizing the immediacy of responding to God’s call (v.2).

## **2. The Marks of a True Minister (2 Corinthians 6:3-10)**

- "We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed." (v.3)

- "But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in
tribulations, in needs, in distresses." (v.4)

- "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things." (v.10)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Ministry must be blameless** — Paul strives to live in such a way that **no one can
accuse him** of wrongdoing (v.3).

- **True servants endure suffering* — Paul lists the trials of ministry, showing that
suffering is a **mark of true service to Christ** (v.4-5).

- **Spiritual riches outweigh worldly loss** — Though he suffered physically, Paul
recognized that true riches come from **spiritual blessings** (v.10).



## **3. Paul’s Appeal to the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 6:11-13)**

- "O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open." (v.11)

- "You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections." (v.12)
- "Now in return for the same... you also be open." (v.13)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Paul’s love for the church is sincere** — He expresses deep affection and **wants
them to reciprocate his love and correction** (v.11-12).

- **Spiritual immaturity hinders growth** — The Corinthians’ struggles are **not because
of Paul**, but because they are **holding on to worldly desires** (v.12).

## **4. Do Not Be Unequally Yoked (2 Corinthians 6:14-18)**

- "Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?" (v.14)
- "And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the
living God." (v.16)

- "Therefore 'Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch
what is unclean, and | will receive you." (v.17)

- "I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty." (v.18)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Believers must not be unequally yoked** — Christians should not **bind themselves
to unbelievers** in ways that compromise their faith (v.14).

- **The church is the temple of God** — Since believers **carry God's presence**, they
must avoid idolatry and sin (v.16).

- **Holiness requires separation from sin** — Paul quotes Isaiah 52:11, calling believers
to **be set apart* from the world (v.17).

- **God promises a relationship with His people*™ — If believers **live in holiness**, God
**blesses them as His children* (v.18).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 6 teaches that **salvation is urgent, true ministry is marked by endurance,
and believers must separate from ungodliness**. Christians must live **blameless
lives**, respond to God'’s **call for holiness**, and avoid **being unequally yoked** with
unbelievers.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 7**

In **2 Corinthians 7**, Paul continues his call for holiness, expresses his joy over the
Corinthians’ repentance, and explains the difference between **godly sorrow and
worldly sorrow**.

## **1. The Call to Holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1)**
- "Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Holiness is an ongoing process** — Believers are called to **actively cleanse
themselves™ from sin and impurity.

- **Holiness is motivated by reverence for God** — The "fear of God" does not mean
terror but a **deep respect and obedience** to His will.

## **2. Paul’s Love and Joy Over the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 7:2-7)**

- "Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we
have cheated no one." (v.2)

- "Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf. | am
filled with comfort. | am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation." (v.4)

- "Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus."
(v.6)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **True ministry operates with integrity** — Paul insists that he and his co-workers have
not taken advantage of anyone.

- **Christian joy is not dependent on circumstances** — Even in suffering, Paul finds
**comfort and joy** in seeing the Corinthians' faith.

- **God provides comfort through others** — The arrival of Titus brought encouragement,
showing that God often works **through people** to strengthen believers.



## **3. Godly Sorrow vs. Worldly Sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:8-12)**

- "For even if | made you sorry with my letter, | do not regret it... Now | rejoice, not that
you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance." (v.8-9)

- "For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but
the sorrow of the world produces death." (v.10)

- "For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: what diligence it
produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what
vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication!" (v.11)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Godly sorrow leads to true repentance** — This kind of sorrow comes from the
**conviction of the Holy Spirit** and results in a genuine change of heart.

- **Worldly sorrow leads to death** — This sorrow is driven by guilt, shame, or regret but
**without real repentance**, leading to despair.

- **True repentance produces transformation** — The Corinthians demonstrated their
repentance through **zeal, diligence, and a desire for righteousness**.

## **4. Paul’s Confidence in the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 7:13-16)**

- "Therefore we have been comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly
more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all." (v.13)

- "Therefore | rejoice that | have confidence in you in everything." (v.16)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Mutual encouragement strengthens the church** — Just as Titus was encouraged by
the Corinthians, believers should **uplift one another**.

- **Repentance restores relationships** — Paul, who had previously rebuked the
Corinthians, now expresses **his renewed confidence in them™*.

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 7 teaches that **holiness is essential, godly sorrow leads to true
repentance, and encouragement strengthens the church**. Paul rejoices in the
Corinthians' **changed hearts** and affirms that **true repentance brings transformation
and restored relationships™*.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 8**

In **2 Corinthians 8**, Paul teaches about **Christian generosity, the example of
Christ’s sacrifice, and the importance of integrity in financial matters**. He encourages
the Corinthians to give willingly and sacrificially to support fellow believers in need.

## **1. The Grace of Giving (2 Corinthians 8:1-7)**

- "Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia." (v.1)

- "That in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded in the riches of their liberality." (v.2)

- "They first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God." (v.5)

- "See that you abound in this grace also." (v.7)

#i#Ht **Key Doctrines:**

- **Generosity is a work of God's grace* — The Macedonian churches, though poor,
gave **joyfully and abundantly** because of God's grace (v.1-2).

- **Giving is not based on wealth, but willingness** — The Macedonians gave **beyond
their ability**, showing that generosity is about **faith, not financial status** (v.3).

- **True generosity begins with surrender to God** — Before giving money, the
Macedonians **gave themselves to the Lord**, showing that financial giving flows from
a heart devoted to God (v.5).

- **Christians should seek to grow in generosity** — Paul encourages the Corinthians to
**abound in this grace**, just as they excel in faith and knowledge (v.7).

## **2. Christ as the Ultimate Example of Giving (2 Corinthians 8:8-9)**
- "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich." (v.9)

#iHt **Key Doctrines:**

- **Jesus is the model of sacrificial giving** — Christ, though rich in heaven, **humbled
Himself and became poor** to bring salvation to humanity (v.9).

- **Spiritual riches are greater than material wealth** — Jesus gave up His heavenly
glory so that believers could **inherit eternal life and blessings in Him**.



## **3. The Principle of Willingness in Giving (2 Corinthians 8:10-15)**

- "It is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were desiring to do a
year ago." (v.10)

- "For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not
according to what he does not have." (v.12)

- "He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack."
(v.15)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Generosity should be consistent™ — The Corinthians had started to give but had not
completed it, so Paul urges them to **follow through on their commitment** (v.10).

- **Giving is judged by willingness, not amount** — God does not expect believers to
give what they don’t have, but to **give willingly from what they do have** (v.12).

- **Equality in provision reflects God's design** — Paul references Exodus 16:18 (about
manna in the wilderness) to show that **God provides for all through mutual
generosity* (v.15).

## **4. Integrity in Handling Financial Gifts (2 Corinthians 8:16-24)**

- "Avoiding this: that anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is administered by
us—providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of
men." (v.20-21)

- "Therefore show to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love and of our
boasting on your behalf." (v.24)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Church leaders must handle money with integrity** — Paul took precautions to ensure
that **no one could accuse him of mishandling the offering** (v.20).

- **Financial accountability matters in ministry** — Paul arranged for trustworthy men to
handle the collection, emphasizing **both divine and human accountability** (v.21).

- **Generosity is evidence of love and faith** — Paul urges the Corinthians to
**demonstrate their love** through their giving (v.24).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 8 teaches that **Christian giving should be generous, willing, sacrificial,
and handled with integrity**. Christ's example of giving Himself for us should **inspire
believers to give joyfully and trust God for provision**.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 9**

In **2 Corinthians 9**, Paul continues his teaching on **Christian giving**, emphasizing
the principles of **generosity, cheerful giving, and God's abundant provision**. He
reassures the Corinthians that their generosity will result in both **spiritual blessings
and thanksgiving to God**.

## **1. The Willingness and Readiness to Give (2 Corinthians 9:1-5)**

- "Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you."
(v.1)

- "I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal

has stirred up the majority." (v.2)

- "Lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as | said, you may be
ready." (v.3)

#iHt **Key Doctrines:**

- **Giving should be intentional and prepared** — The Corinthians had promised to give,
and Paul encourages them to **follow through on their commitment** (v.2).

- **Generosity inspires others** — Their zeal for giving had motivated other believers,
showing that **faithful giving has a ripple effect™ (v.2).

- **Integrity in giving matters** — Paul ensures that their offering is ready, avoiding any
embarrassment **if they fail to give as promised** (v.3-5).

## **2. The Principle of Sowing and Reaping (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)**

- "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully." (v.6)

- "Let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver." (v.7)

#iHt **Key Doctrines:**

- **Giving is like sowing seeds** — The **measure of generosity** determines the
**measure of blessing*™ received (v.6).

- **Giving should be joyful, not forced** — God does not want reluctant or **obligatory
giving**, but **cheerful and willing generosity** (v.7).

- **God values the heart behind the gift** — A **cheerful giver** reflects **trust in God’s
provision** and **love for others**.



## **3. God's Provision for the Generous Giver (2 Corinthians 9:8-11)**

- "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work." (v.8)

- "Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply
the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness." (v.10)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God provides for those who give** — The promise is not wealth, but **sufficiency**
(having enough) and an **abundance for good works** (v.8).

- **Giving results in spiritual blessings** — Paul links generosity to **increased
righteousness™*, showing that giving deepens our faith and character (v.10).

- **Blessings are meant to be shared** — God enriches believers so that they can
**continue being generous**, not just for personal gain (v.11).

## **4. The Result: Thanksgiving and Glory to God (2 Corinthians 9:12-15)**

- "For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but
also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God." (v.12)

- "Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!" (v.15)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Generosity leads to worship* — Giving **not only meets needs** but also **inspires
gratitude and glorifies God** (v.12).

- **Giving unites the church* — The generosity of one group strengthens **unity and
love* among believers (v.13-14).

- **God’s greatest gift is Christ** — Paul ends by reminding us that **Jesus is the
ultimate gift**, setting the example for all giving (v.15).

##Ht **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 9 teaches that **Christian giving should be joyful, generous, and trusting
in God’s provision*. **God blesses givers not for personal gain but to enable more
generosity**, and **giving leads to worship, unity, and thanksgiving to God**.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 10**

In **2 Corinthians 10**, Paul defends his apostolic authority and explains the **spiritual
nature of Christian warfare**. He contrasts **worldly standards with God’s power**,
teaching that believers must rely on **divine weapons** to demolish false arguments
and bring every thought into obedience to Christ.

## **1. Paul’s Gentle but Firm Authority (2 Corinthians 10:1-6)**

- "Now |, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ."
(v.1)

- "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh." (v.3)

- "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds." (v.4)

- "Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ." (v.5)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Christian leadership should be humble yet bold** — Paul imitates Christ’s
**gentleness** but is **firm when necessary** (v.1).

- **Spiritual battles require spiritual weapons** — Believers **do not fight with worldly
methods™* (v.3).

- **God’s power destroys strongholds** — False teachings, pride, and sin are torn down
through **prayer, truth, and the Holy Spirit** (v.4-5).

- **Qur thoughts must be submitted to Christ** — Spiritual warfare involves taking control
of our **minds and beliefs** (v.5).

## **2. Paul’s Authority is Given by God (2 Corinthians 10:7-11)**

- "If anyone is convinced in himself that he is Christ’s, let him again consider this in
himself, that just as he is Christ’s, even so we are Christ’s." (v.7)

- "For even if | should boast somewhat more about our authority, which the Lord gave us
for edification and not for your destruction, | shall not be ashamed." (v.8)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **All true authority comes from God** — Paul’s authority is **not self-given but divinely
appointed** (v.8).

- **Spiritual leadership is for edification, not control** — True leaders **build up
believers** rather than dominate them (v.8).

- **External appearances do not determine spiritual authority** — Some Corinthians
**judged Paul’s presence as weak**, but his power came from **God, not charisma**
(v.10-11).

## **3. True Boasting is in the Lord (2 Corinthians 10:12-18)**

- "For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend
themselves." (v.12)

- "But he who glories, let him glory in the Lord." (v.17)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Comparison with others is unwise** — Believers must **seek God's approval**, not
compete with others (v.12).

- **God assigns each believer a sphere of influence** — Paul knew his **mission field**
and worked within it (v.13-16).

- **Boasting should be in the Lord, not self** — True spiritual success is about **God’s
work, not personal achievements** (v.17).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 10 teaches that **Christian life is spiritual warfare** fought with **God’s
power, not human strength**. **Believers must submit their thoughts to Christ**,
recognize that **true authority comes from God**, and avoid **boasting in themselves**
but instead **give all glory to the Lord**.



### **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 11**

In **2 Corinthians 11**, Paul passionately defends his **apostolic authority** against
false teachers who were misleading the Corinthian church. He exposes their deception,
warns against spiritual corruption, and describes his personal **sufferings for Christ** as
proof of his true apostleship.

## **1. Paul’s Jealousy for the Church’s Purity (2 Corinthians 11:1-6)**

- "For | am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one husband,
that | may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." (v.2)

- "But | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds
may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." (v.3)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **The Church is the Bride of Christ** — Paul sees himself as a spiritual father preparing
the church for **her union with Christ** (v.2).

- **False teaching corrupts minds** — Just as **Eve was deceived** in the Garden,
believers must be vigilant against **Satan’s lies** (v.3).

- **True apostles preach Christ alone** — Paul contrasts his simple and pure gospel with
**false teachers who distort the truth** (v.4-6).

## **2. False Apostles and Deception (2 Corinthians 11:7-15)**

- "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles
of Christ." (v.13)

- "And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light." (v.14)

- "Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers
of righteousness." (v.15)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **False teachers disguise themselves as godly** — They use **deception and false
righteousness™* to mislead believers (v.13).

- **Satan is the master deceiver*™ — He appears as an **angel of light**, tricking people
into believing his lies (v.14).

- **Not everyone who claims to serve Christ is genuine* — Believers must **test
teachings and leaders** against the **Word of God** (v.15).

## **3. Paul’s Sufferings for the Gospel (2 Corinthians 11:16-33)**

- "Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—| am more: in labors more abundant,
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often." (v.23)

- "Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was stoned; three times | was
shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the deep." (v.25)

- "If I must boast, | will boast in the things which concern my infirmity." (v.30)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **True apostleship is marked by suffering, not power or wealth** — Unlike false
teachers who seek personal gain, Paul’s hardships prove his **devotion to Christ**
(v.23-29).

- **God’s strength is revealed in weakness** — Paul does not boast in **status or
miracles™ but in **his suffering for Christ** (v.30).

- **Faithfulness to Christ often comes with persecution** — Paul endured **beatings,
imprisonments, and dangers**, showing that following Jesus is costly but rewarding
(v.24-28).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 11 warns against **false teachers who disguise themselves as apostles**
and reminds believers that **true Christian leadership is marked by humility, suffering,
and faithfulness to Christ**. Paul’'s example teaches that **genuine faith endures trials
and rejects deception** in order to remain **purely devoted to Jesus™*.



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 12**

In **2 Corinthians 12**, Paul continues defending his apostleship by sharing a
**remarkable vision of heaven**, explaining his **thorn in the flesh**, and teaching that
**God’s strength is made perfect in weakness**. He also warns the Corinthians to
repent and prepare for his visit.

## **1. Paul’s Vision of Paradise (2 Corinthians 12:1-6)**

- "I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body | do not know, or
whether out of the body | do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the
third heaven." (v.2)

- "And | know such a man... how he was caught up into Paradise and heard
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." (v.3-4)

- "Of such a one | will boast; yet of myself | will not boast, except in my infirmities." (v.5)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Heaven is real and beyond human comprehension** — Paul describes the **third
heaven** (God’s dwelling place) but does not reveal details (v.2-4).

- **Spiritual experiences should not be a source of pride** — Though Paul had this
amazing vision, he chooses to **boast only in his weaknesses** (v.5-6).

- **Revelations are given by God’s grace, not human effort** — Paul did nothing to
**earn this experience**; it was a gift from God (v.1).

## **2. Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh and God’s Grace (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)**

- "Lest | should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn
in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | be exalted above
measure." (V.7)

- "Concerning this thing | pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from
me." (v.8)

- "And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.™ (v.9)

- "For when | am weak, then | am strong." (v.10)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **God allows suffering to keep us humble** — Paul’s **thorn in the flesh** was given to
**prevent pride** (v.7).

- **God’s grace is enough** — Even when Paul prayed for healing, **God’s answer was
not removal but grace to endure** (v.9).

- **God’s power is perfected in human weakness** — True strength comes **not from
self-sufficiency but from dependence on Christ*™ (v.9-10).

## **3. Paul’s Love and Concern for the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 12:11-21)**

- "For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that | myself was
not burdensome to you? Forgive me this wrong!" (v.13)

- "I do not seek yours, but you. For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but
the parents for the children." (v.14)

- "For | fear lest, when | come, | shall not find you such as | wish." (v.20)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **True spiritual leaders seek to give, not take** — Unlike false apostles, Paul refuses to
be a financial burden to the Corinthians (v.13-14).

- **Repentance is necessary for a strong church** — Paul warns against **sins like
gossip, pride, and impurity** that could weaken the church (v.20-21).

- **Accountability in the Christian life is important** — Paul reminds them that when he
visits, he will **hold them accountable for their actions** (v.20-21).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 12 teaches that **spiritual experiences do not make us great—humility
does™**. Paul’s **thorn in the flesh** reveals that **God’s grace is sufficient**, and **true
strength is found in weakness**. He also urges the Corinthians to **repent and live in
holiness**, showing that spiritual growth requires **both divine power and personal
responsibility**.



### **Doctrine in 2 Corinthians 13 — Final Warnings and
Exhortations**

2 Corinthians 13 serves as Paul’'s **final exhortation** to the Corinthians, urging them to
examine themselves, live in truth, and walk in the power of Christ. It emphasizes the
**authority of Paul’s apostleship, self-examination in faith, divine strength through
weakness, and unity in love and grace.**

## **1. The Authority of Paul’s Apostleship (2 Corinthians 13:1-4)**
Paul asserts his authority and warns of discipline if the Corinthians do not repent:

- "By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established." (v.1)

- "l have told you before, and foretell as if | were present the second time, and now
being absent | write to those who have sinned before... that if | come again | will not
spare." (v.2)

- "For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God." (v.4)

#i## **Key Doctrines:**

- **Biblical justice and accountability** — Every accusation must be confirmed by two or
three witnesses (v.1, Deuteronomy 19:15).

- **Church discipline** — Unrepentant sin in the church must be addressed (v.2).

- **The power of Christ through weakness** — Jesus was crucified in weakness but lives
by God’s power, showing that believers may appear weak but are empowered by God
(v.4).

## **2. Self-Examination in the Faith (2 Corinthians 13:5-6)**
Paul challenges the Corinthians to examine their own spiritual condition:

- "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves." (v.5)
- "Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified." (v.5)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **The necessity of self-examination** — Believers must continually test whether they
are truly in the faith (v.5).

- **The indwelling of Christ** — True believers have Christ living in them (v.5).

- **Spiritual discernment** — Those who fail the test prove they are not truly in Christ
(v.5-6).

## **3. Paul’s Desire for Their Maturity (2 Corinthians 13:7-10)**
Paul prays for their obedience and spiritual growth rather than their judgment:

- "Now | pray to God that you do no evil, not that we should appear approved, but that
you should do what is honorable." (v.7)

- "For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth." (v.8)

- "For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. And this also we pray, that
you may be made complete." (v.9)

### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Righteous living over outward approval** — Paul is not concerned about proving
himself but about their obedience to Christ (v.7).

- **Commitment to the truth** — True ministry is built on upholding God’s truth, not
personal gain (v.8).

- **Spiritual growth and maturity** — The goal of correction is the believers'
**completion*™ or maturity in Christ (v.9).

## **4. Final Exhortation to Unity and Love (2 Corinthians 13:11-14)**
Paul closes with encouragement and a final benediction:

- "Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will
be with you." (v.11)

- "Greet one another with a holy kiss." (v.12)

- "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all." (v.14)



### **Key Doctrines:**

- **Christian unity and peace** — Believers must strive for harmony in the body of Christ
(v.11).

- **Christian love and fellowship** — The church should show genuine affection and care
for one another (v.12).

- **The Trinity*™ — Paul’s benediction highlights the work of the **Father (love), Son
(grace), and Holy Spirit (fellowship)** (v.14).

### **Final Summary**

2 Corinthians 13 emphasizes:

"4 **Church discipline** — Sin must be confronted.

(74 **Self-examination** — Believers must test their faith.

"4 **Spiritual growth** — Paul’s goal is their maturity.

"4 **Unity and love** — The church must live in harmony.

"4 **The power of Christ** — Strength comes through God, even in weakness.

"4 **The Trinity** — Paul acknowledges the role of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This chapter reminds us that **true faith requires examination, correction, and unity in
the love of Christ**.



