Apostle Paul Epistles Doctrine
Book Of 2 Thessalonians
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Paul’s explanations in his epistles are crucial for us today because they lay the
**doctrinal foundation of the Christian faith** and provide **practical instructions for daily
living**. Here’s why his teachings remain relevant:

### **1. They Explain the Gospel of Grace**

Paul’s epistles emphasize **justification by faith** (Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16) and
the **sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice** (Colossians 2:13-14). This message is essential
in a world where many still seek salvation through works or religious rituals.

### **2. They Teach How to Live as Christians**

Paul provides guidance on:

- **Sanctification** — Living a holy life (1 Thessalonians 4:3-4)

- **Love and Unity** — Bearing with one another in love (Ephesians 4:2-3)
- **Spiritual Warfare** — Standing against the enemy (Ephesians 6:10-18)
- **Christian Conduct** — Walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25)

### **3. They Defend Against False Doctrines**

Paul warns about false teachers (Galatians 1:6-9, 2 Timothy 4:3-4) and emphasizes the
need to stand firm in sound doctrine (Titus 2:1). This remains critical today as many
distort the gospel.

### **4. They Emphasize the Church’s Role**

Paul explains the **body of Christ** (1 Corinthians 12:12-27), the **role of pastors and
elders** (1 Timothy 3:1-7), and the **importance of fellowship** (Hebrews 10:25). His
teachings help believers understand how to function within the church.

### **5. They Give Us Hope for Christ’s Return**

Paul’s writings on the **Second Coming of Christ** (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1
Corinthians 15:51-58) provide hope in troubled times, reminding believers of their future
resurrection and eternal life with Christ.

### **Conclusion**

Paul's explanations are essential today because they teach us **who we are in Christ,
how to live by faith, how to resist falsehood, and how to prepare for Christ’s return**. His
epistles continue to **equip, encourage, and establish believers** in the truth of God’s
Word.

Elder W H Moody



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Thessalonians 1**

In **2 Thessalonians 1**, Paul encourages the believers in Thessalonica by
**acknowledging their faith and endurance in persecution**, **assuring them of God's
righteous judgment**, and **reminding them of Christ’s second coming**. This chapter
highlights the doctrines of **perseverance, divine justice, and the return of Christ in

glory™*.

### **1. The Doctrine of Perseverance in Suffering (2 Thessalonians 1:1-5)**

- "We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith
grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other."
(v.3)

- "So that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure." (v.4)

- "That you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer."
(v.5)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **Spiritual Growth in Persecution** — Trials are meant to strengthen faith and increase
love (v.3-4).

- **Endurance as Evidence of God’s Work** — Suffering is not in vain but prepares
believers for **God’s kingdom™** (v.5).

- **God Uses Trials to Refine His People** — Persecution is part of Christian life, proving
**genuine faith** (v.5).

### **2. The Doctrine of Divine Judgment and Justice (2 Thessalonians 1:6-10)**

- "Since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you."
(v.6)

- "And to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels." (v.7)

- "In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." (v.8)

- "These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power." (v.9)

- "When He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all
those who believe." (v.10)



**Key Doctrines:**

- **God Will Judge the Wicked** — Persecutors and those who reject the gospel will
**face God’s wrath** (v.6, 8).

- **Believers Will Find Rest in Christ’s Return** — The Second Coming will bring
**relief** to God’s people (v.7).

- **Eternal Judgment for Unbelievers** — Those who reject Christ will suffer **eternal
separation from God** (v.9).

- **Christ’s Glory Revealed in the Saints** — Jesus will be glorified in His people when
He returns (v.10).

### **3. The Doctrine of Praying for Worthiness and Good Works (2 Thessalonians
1:11-12)**

- "Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this
calling." (v.11)

- "And fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power."
(v.11)

- "That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him."
(v.12)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **Praying for Worthiness** — Paul prays that believers would **live in a way that
reflects their calling™ (v.11).

- **God Empowers Good Works** — Goodness and faith are **fulfilled by God’s power**
(v.11).

- **Glorifying Christ in All Things** — The ultimate goal is for Christ to be **glorified in
us™ (v.12).



### **Summary of Doctrines in 2 Thessalonians 1**

1. **Perseverance in Faith** — Suffering for Christ is part of our **spiritual growth**
(v.3-5).

2. **God’s Righteous Judgment** — He will punish **the wicked and reward the faithful**
(v.6-10).

3. **The Second Coming of Christ** — Jesus will return with power and glory to judge
and **bring rest to believers** (v.7-10).

4. **Living Worthy of the Gospel** — Christians should strive to honor their calling
through faith and good works **enabled by God** (v.11-12).

### **Main Message**
**Believers should remain steadfast in suffering, knowing that Christ will return to judge
the wicked and glorify His people, and they must live in a way that honors their calling.**



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Thessalonians 2**

In **2 Thessalonians 2**, Paul clarifies **the Second Coming of Christ**, warns about
**the rise of the Antichrist**, and encourages believers to **stand firm in the truth**. This
chapter is foundational for understanding **end-time prophecy, the deception of the last
days, and the security of salvation in Christ**.

#i## **1. The Doctrine of the Second Coming & The Day of the Lord (2
Thessalonians 2:1-5)**

- "Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him..." (v.1)

- "Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling
away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition." (v.3)

- "Who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped."
(v.4)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **The Second Coming of Christ** — Paul reassures believers that Jesus will return to
gather His people (v.1).

- **Apostasy Must Come First** — Before Christ returns, there will be a great **falling
away from the faith* (v.3).

- **The Antichrist Will Be Revealed** — The "man of sin" (Antichrist) will **oppose God
and exalt himself** (v.4).

### **2. The Doctrine of the Restraint & Revelation of the Antichrist (2
Thessalonians 2:6-12)**

- "And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time." (v.6)
- "For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do
so until He is taken out of the way." (v.7)

- "Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of
His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming." (v.8)

- "The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders." (v.9)

- "And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the
lie." (v.11)



**Key Doctrines:**

- **A Restrainer Holds Back the Antichrist** — Something (or someone) is currently
**restraining™* the Antichrist’s full power (v.6-7). Some interpret this as the **Holy Spirit**
working through the church.

- **The Mystery of Lawlessness Is Already Working** — Even before the Antichrist
appears, **Satan is at work** deceiving the world (v.7).

- **Jesus Will Destroy the Antichrist** — Though the Antichrist will rise to power, **Christ
will ultimately defeat him** (v.8).

- **Satan’s Deception in the Last Days** — The Antichrist will perform **false miracles**
to deceive people (v.9).

- **God Will Allow Strong Delusion* — Those who reject the truth will be **given over to
deception* (v.11).

### **3. The Doctrine of Salvation & Standing Firm (2 Thessalonians 2:13-17)**

- "But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth." (v.13)

- "To which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ." (v.14)

- "Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether
by word or our epistle." (v.15)

- "Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself... comfort your hearts and establish you in
every good word and work." (v.16-17)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **Election & Salvation* — God **chose believers for salvation** through the work of
the Holy Spirit (v.13).

- **The Call to Glory** — Those who believe will share in **Christ’s glory** at His return
(v.14).

- **Holding to the Truth** — Believers must **stand firm** in the gospel and **reject
deception* (v.15).

- **God Strengthens Believers** — Christ Himself **comforts and establishes** His
people (v.16-17).



### **Summary of Doctrines in 2 Thessalonians 2**

1. **The Second Coming of Christ** — Jesus will return, but not until **apostasy and the
Antichrist appear** (v.1-5).

2. **The Antichrist & Lawlessness*™ — Satan will deceive many, but **Christ will
ultimately destroy the Antichrist** (v.6-12).

3. **The Danger of Strong Delusion* — Those who **reject the truth** will be given over
to deception (v.11-12).

4. **Election & Perseverance™™ — God **chose believers for salvation**, and they must
**stand firm in the gospel* (v.13-17).

### **Main Message**

**Paul warns against deception, encourages believers to stand firm in their faith, and
reassures them that God is in control. Although the Antichrist will rise, Christ will
ultimately triumph, and believers must remain steadfast in the truth.**



#iHt **Doctrine in 2 Thessalonians 3**

In **2 Thessalonians 3**, Paul gives **final instructions to the church**, focusing on the
importance of **prayer, perseverance, work ethic, and church discipline**. He warns
against idleness, encourages believers to remain steadfast, and exhorts them to follow
his example.

### **1. The Doctrine of Prayer & Divine Protection (2 Thessalonians 3:1-5)**

- "Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be
glorified, just as it is with you." (v.1)

- "And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have
faith." (v.2)

- "But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one." (v.3)
- "Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of
Christ." (v.5)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **The Power of Prayer** — Paul urges believers to pray for the **spread of the gospel**
(v.1).

- **God’s Faithfulness & Protection** — The Lord will **establish and protect believers**
from evil (v.3).

- **Perseverance in Christ** — The church must remain steadfast **in love and
patience™ (v.5).



### **2. The Doctrine of Hard Work & Avoiding Idleness (2 Thessalonians 3:6-13)**

- "But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition
which he received from us." (v.6)

- "For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly
among you." (v.7)

- "Nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and
day, that we might not be a burden to any of you." (v.8)

- "For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work,
neither shall he eat." (v.10)

- "For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not
working at all, but are busybodies." (v.11)

- "But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good." (v.13)

**Key Doctrines:**

- **The Christian Work Ethic** — Believers should **work diligently** and not be a
burden to others (v.6-8).

- **No Work, No Food** — Paul establishes a **principle of self-sufficiency**: those who
refuse to work **should not eat** (v.10).

- **Warning Against Busybodies* — Idleness leads to **meddling in others' affairs**
instead of productive work (v.11).

- **Perseverance in Doing Good** — Believers must remain steadfast **in righteousness
and good works™** (v.13).

### **3. The Doctrine of Church Discipline & Peace (2 Thessalonians 3:14-18)**

- "And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not
keep company with him, that he may be ashamed." (v.14)

- "Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother." (v.15)

- "Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be
with you all." (v.16)



**Key Doctrines:**

- **Church Discipline in Love™ — Those who **disobey biblical teaching** should be
corrected, but not treated as enemies (v.14-15).

- **God’s Peace™** — Christ is the **source of lasting peace**, and believers should trust
in Him (v.16).

##Ht **Summary of Doctrines in 2 Thessalonians 3**

1. **The Power of Prayer** — The gospel advances through prayer, and God is faithful to
protect believers (v.1-5).

2. **Work Ethic & Avoiding Idleness** — Christians must work diligently and avoid being
a burden to others (v.6-13).

3. **Church Discipline & Encouragement** — The church should correct disobedient
members **with love™ (v.14-15).

4. **God’s Peace & Presence** — Christ gives true peace, and He is always with His
people (v.16).

### **Main Message**
**Believers must remain faithful in prayer, diligent in work, and steadfast in discipline,
trusting in God’s peace and presence.**



